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Not many people can say that,
nearly three decades into a job,
they still greet the day with
joyful anticipation. Woodstock
resident, Penny HildeBrandt
Cichcuki, Founder and Co-
Director of Crystal Lake
Montessori School, is one of the
few who can.

“Even after 29 years, I still love
the beginning of the school year,
greeting the teachers, the
students, the parents, seeing
how much children have grown
over the summer, and
welcoming new families to our
school community.”

Since opening its doors in 1981, the school has grown to serve nearly 300 students at its setting on
Country Club Road between Woodstock and Crystal Lake. CLMS is one of very few Montessori schools
in the United States that is fully accredited by the American Montessori Society to offer programs for
children from birth through 14 years of age.

To learn more about Montessori education, visit www.clms.org or contact Pamela C. Zirko, CLMS Co-
Administrator, at 815-338-0013.






